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“Floyd Lawton coutd have been mo— 
twisted?™ 
—Batmen 


* Deadshos. 
Of all the villaing Batenan has teced, 


Insue and disappeared, not to be soon 
ogoin unail he was resurrected in 1977 
for @ return match. He has eppeared on 
and off since then, but he realty caught 
people's imaginations when John Os- 
tender recruited hien for the fledgling 
SUICIDE SQUAD. And now he has hie 
own mani-series, 


“He clawned to be my superior, and he 
wan't wrong by much! 

—Baimen 

To understand how we got here, 

let's take @ look beck et the pest. The 

story was called “The Man Who Repiec 


type who was going to prove that he was 
better thon Batman, 

Lewion’s reasoning wes that if he 
could prove himself better than the 
Caped Crusader, he could drive Batman 
wey, leaving the underworld for him to 
plunder and run. in & series of events, 
Doadshot made heedlines, proving he 
wens a good as his word. Criminals were 
cought faster and with less violence 
then Bauman delivered 


All along, Batman was wary of Dead- 


years—ever since-The Batman beat 


ww he chose to revive Deadshos, but & 
ie true that Steve is @ fan of the old 
material and has periccically buried 
deep within the older comics 10 find 
inaeresting gens to resurrect, It wes 
perhaps during one of these trips that 
Steve found Floyd and he saw @ spark, 

Under the direction of artists Marshall 
Rogers and Terry Austin. Oeadshot geve 
up his tux for 0 snazzy outfit that made 
tim lock more menacing Me was ready 
for @ rematch and in 2 story that wee o 
wiute to the 1950s wish loads of inside 
reterences and giant props, Deedshot 
Wok On Batman 8 second time and orice 
agen lost 

Atalling moment occurs at the story's 
end. Batman is hurting hinesedl at Oeed- 


magoum. fires and apparently misses. 
getting baught. This is a bit of business 


ed out and beck in jai. 

That is, wntd Amana Wailler and Rick 
Flog peid hen @ visit in LEGENDS #2 
Since that scene is re-presented in this 
Very issue, we'll sep the fecap and just 
note that for Lawton, this was a new 
beginning in many woys. 


“Td kill you, Bats, for the sheer pleasure 
oa” 
—Deadshot 


Wf you coult ve, you wouldve by now 
Or aren't you ewere that you pull your 
shots around me?” 

—Batman 


ft has been under John Ostrancer's 
hands that Deadshot has come alive as a 
character and hes turned into tome: 
thing other than just another costumed 
adversary tor she Darknight Detective 
We ve bearned bits and pieces about him 
tance the beginning. He wes rich trom @ 
family be seemed to hote. He joined the 
Communest Party to get back at hie 
family He tried crime because he was 
bored Something drained the life out of 
him and made him a rtaay amoral 
individual. He found himself romanti- 
Cally interested in his therapist. Marnie 
Herrs, but cousin’! come to grips with 
that. Then we learned he had 0 fansily of 
his own, a wile and son. So many pieces 
and no real opportunity to put together 
the ernire puzzie. cS 

Lost summer et the Chicego Comic 
Con, | had a wonderful lunch wath John 
and bes wise, Kim Yobs. They had been 
married just a month before end thie 
‘was my first opportunity to meet her 
‘She is a vivecious, flirtatious. indelti- 
9enM young women with @ biting witand 
8 lovely voice. We filert continually on the 
phane. much to John's chagrin. My 
phone messages have become routine: 
‘Jobin, where's the next script. Hi, Kin, 
want to breathe heavy?~ 

Ouring that lunch, we talked about a 
year's worth of SUICIDE SQUAD pict. 
hing Bt becaene apparent that we wanted 
to Concentrate on Oeadshot. but it didn't 


feet right to slight the others in the line 
up. “What sbout a mini-series?” tasked 
While John choked on his cole slew. 

1 Up to my ears with work. how could 
\~ he splattered As we talked it 
become apparent that Kim was having a 
fine time writing with John on the Mew 
America mite-series tor Eclipse acd tho 
various “Munden's Ber” stories for the 
back of Grimjock for Fiest. A ight bull ta 
up Somewhere. “What « Kim cowrote 
Deadshet wth you? 


“That's what works 


—Deadanet 


it's rare to p90 John's eyes grow wide. 
But they Gd end he nodded tis head 
vigorously. Kim smiled end lowed the 
idea, noe she thought what John was 
doing with Floyd Lawton was good but 
didn't take things tar enough. 

Later that day. | approached the 
powers that be, who happened to also 
be et the convention. about a DEAD. 
SHOT mini-series, and they iked the 
idpo. Much later, Jatin, Kien and! figured 
Out when to fit the story into the cor! 
fulty and we got the schedule we 
wanted 
and Kim turned in a very 
on and grabbing proposal 
formakzed the mwni-series going on 
our schedule, So, of course, the ques 
tion become, Who would draw 
piece? 

Easily enough. we found our arist 
right in our backyard. Just es John hes 
been stretching 9 bit as a writer, 
SUICIDE SQUAD pencilier Luke Mc 
Donnell has wanted to try some new 
$ that he couldn’ pull off im just the 
cls. He wanted to try inking. | wes 
nable to trying him out on an issue 
and he irked isaue M14 to rave reviews. 
fr became obvious that Luke has 6 tot of 
untapped talent and ail he needed was a 
venue for his abilities. 

| showed him the DEADSHOT pro- 
posal and he liked what te read. “So, ye 
waene pencil and ink the mini-series?” | 
asked im. It's even rarer to see Luke get 
visualty excited about something, and 
that dey he practically danced in the 
restaurant We think the results 


terer Todd Kiein designed the 
logo for us 86d we bad the ball rolling 
Luke wound up submitting four sete of 
cover does. ft was a wonderful after 
feon for Senior Art Director Rich Brun: 
ing. Associgne Art Director Keith §. 
Witton 800 imo m5 we Giesected and re 
assembled’ Luke's cover ideas. We 
wound up with @ tybrid of two of the 
ideo, ond Luke seomed reel pleased. He 
wont horme, penciled and inked the four 
covers and then took @ vacation. He 
Wisely thought one was in order Before 
penciling the SQUAD and penciling 
And inking DEADSHOT for four months. 
And here we are. Next month we'll 
tath.@ bit about our eteators. While many 
of you know John and Luke, you don’t 
know Kim isaue #3 will 800 some early 
mal ond ews #4 will see some 
additional mad. Obviously, this means 
veo wane your comments. Or criticismn 
Not everyone is going to Hue the protare 
we are painting about Floyd as a char 
actor or the lives he left behind 


Next Month: Floyd begins to fend 
ctuos to his son's whereabouts, while 
Marnie finds here contronting Royd'® 
former. and he is not ac all the kind of 
Geddy she expectad A few more 


mysteries ere toseed into the cot, and 
there wall be loads of chilling action. 
Join us, won't you? Until then, keep 


hod Grewnberger 


DEAD! 


